MAY 2021

Weber

AUGUST 2021

R E T R E AT &
CONFERENCE CENTER

Located on the campus of the Adrian Dominican Sisters

CO M I N G AT T R AC T I O N

A Day with Ilia Delio
S E P TE M B E R 1 8 , 2 021

Ilia Delio, OSF, PhD, is a Franciscan Sister of Washington, D.C., and American
theologian specializing in the area of science and religion, with interests in
evolution, physics and neuroscience and the import of these for theology.

Register at: www.webercenter.org; click on Programs
webercenter@adriandominicans.org | 517-266-4000
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MINDFULLY
BEING

Me

A Virtual Day of Mindfulness

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021
9:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. EDT
Mindfulness is a lifestyle: a way of being open and present, saying yes to what is
happening right now. We commonly say no to ourselves and feel like we don’t measure up
to our own expectations. During this day of mindfulness, we’ll explore saying yes to being
ourselves … a practice that’s applicable in every situation.
Carol Blotter has led more than 80 retreats across the United States and has taught more
than 100 classes in meditation to spiritual seekers, schools, universities, and medical
groups over the last 23 years. Also involved with the Quaker tradition for 40 years, she has
blended her 30+ years of meditation practice and study with other mystical traditions. She
is the primary teacher of Chelsea Meditation Group.
Cost: Free; donations appreciated.
Registration required to receive live stream link.

P R O G R A M R E G I S T R AT I O N
Visit www.webercenter.org and click on “Programs.” Find the program
you’re registering for and click on the blue “Register” button in the bottom right
corner. Enter all information and then click “Add to Cart” to proceed to payment.
517-266-4000 | webercenter@adriandominicans.org
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A PRESEN TAT IO N V I A ZO OM

Creative Writing
Workshops
The Welcome Greening of Spring

Summer Flourishings

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021
10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. EDT

THURSDAYS,
JULY 15, 22, 29 AND
AUGUST 5, 2021
6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. EDT

Witnessing how Nature comes back to life
each year, writers also arise from winter’s
dormancy to new life with writing. In this
workshop, put pen to paper in personal
writing time and gain feedback from
other supportive writers. This gathering
is online. Beginning and experienced
writers are welcome.
Cost: $30, scholarships available
Registration required.

Gather with other creative writers for
time set aside to express what’s been
hidden inside but longs to enjoy the light
of long summer days. Whether you write
as spiritual practice or to give creative
expression to your ideas and feelings,
consider joining a supportive group of
writers and invest the time.
Cost: $80, scholarships available
Registration required.

Tarianne DeYonker, OP, a Dominican Sister of Adrian, Michigan,
is a certified Amherst Writers & Artists leader and published author.

Register at: www.webercenter.org; click on Programs
webercenter@adriandominicans.org | 517-266-4000
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A ZOOM CL ASS

Summer Art Class
JUST FOR FUN! VIA ZOOM

JUNE 3, 10, 17, 27, 2021 | 1:30 P.M. - 3:30 P.M. EDT
Join fellow art Zoomers in this series designed to explore, create, and
enjoy methods for fashioning whimsical pieces of 2-dimensional art.
Experience not required. Materials are easily obtained and “prompts”
and techniques are provided each week. Each two-hour session leads
participants through activities designed to boost creative energies while reviewing
foundational practices that underlie successful art endeavors.
Sharon Foley Bock is an Adrian Dominican Associate was privileged to study
under the direction some of the finest Adrian Dominican artists in the original
Studio Angelico at Siena Heights (College) University. See some of her work at
http://sharon-bock.pixels.com.
Cost: $50 (Does not include supplies) | Registration required.
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A ZO OM COM MUNIT Y G ATHERING

Mornings of

MINDFULNESS

SATURDAYS, JUNE 5, JULY 10, AUGUST 7, 2021
10:00 A.M. - 12:30 P.M. EDT
Cost: $15 per session; $40 for the series. Registration required.

TO BE AWAKE AND AWARE
JUNE 5, 2021
Mindfulness means Being awake. It means
knowing what you are doing. – John Kabat-Zinn
Learning to pay attention to our mind, to
follow it for a few moments and see where it
takes us, can be very enlightening. Following
your mind can lead you into endless paths
of unconscious thinking. You sit down to
meditate and 15 minutes later you “wake up”
and realize ... time to return to the breath and
gentle awareness.
LET THE BREATH MOVE
NATURALLY | JULY 10
Every breath has a beginning, middle and end.
Every inhalation goes through a process of
birth, growth and death and every exhalation
does the same. – Bhante Gunaratama

The practice of following our breath brings
us into the present moment. Breathing is the
most natural and spontaneous act we perform.
Our breath moves in cycles – inhalation,
exhalation, breathing in, and breathing out
thus … a miniature model of life itself.
FRESHNESS OF MIND
AUGUST 7
If your mind isn’t clouded by unnecessary
things, this is the best season of your life.
– Wu-Men, Zen Teacher
It can be helpful, now and then to ask yourself,
Where is my mind right now? You may find
yourself in many and varied scenarios! When
you “wake up,” take a breath, find yourself in
the present moment! Becoming curious about
your mind and how it thinks is a first step
toward living with fresh mind!

Esther Kennedy, OP, a Dominican Sister of Adrian, Michigan, is a retreat leader and spiritual
director. She conducts a monthly Day of Mindfulness at Weber Center.
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A LI V ES TRE A M PRESEN TAT IO N

C ATHOLICIT Y IN AN

Evolving Global Church
THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2021 | 7:00 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.
Pope Francis’ pontificate represents a
threshold: there is a liminality to Francis’s
papacy that opens Catholicism toward a new
sense of the global dimension. This started
with his very election in the conclave of 2013
and symbolizes the entire pontificate and its
meaning for global Catholicism. This new
phase toward a new relationship between
Catholicism and globalization means a new
comprehension of the geography of the
Church, of the relationship with different
religious traditions, and civil coexistence in
one human family.

Dr. Massimo Faggioli
is professor in the
Department of Theology
and Religious Studies
at Villanova University
(Philadelphia). His books and
articles have been published in more than 10
languages. He is a columnist for Commonweal
and La Croix International. His most recent
books are The Liminal Papacy of Pope Francis:
Moving Toward Global Catholicity (Orbis
Books, 2020) and Joe Biden and Catholicism
in the United States (Bayard, 2021).

Cost: Free; donations appreciated. | Registration required for live stream link.
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A VIR TUAL CELEBR ATION

Summer Solstice
THE MOMENT OF FULLNESS

SUNDAY, JUNE 20, 2021 | 3:30 P.M. - 4:30 P.M. EDT

Now every field and every tree is in bloom;
The woods are now in full leaf,
And the year is in its highest beauty.
– VIRGIL

As we celebrate summer solstice, the arc of the sun is at its highest.
Miriam Therese McGillis, OP, writes: “It is the season when we are
acutely aware of belonging to a world that is vibrantly alive –
wondrous in its diversity, its beauty its intensity.”
Join our virtual celebration as we penetrate more deeply this
amazing universe to which we all belong.
Cost: Free | Registration not required.
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Private Directed Retreats
Step away from your busy days and retreat to Weber Center. Walk our labyrinth and outdoor
garden, enjoy the quiet of the INAI gallery space, and find time to explore the spiritual questions
of your heart. This retreat is for those looking for solitude and guidance. It offers time and space
for prayer, quiet reflection, and participation in campus liturgies. Each participant meets daily
with a spiritual director of his or her choice.

WE B E R CE NTE R R E TR E AT D I R EC TO R S
2:00 P.M. MONDAY, JULY 12, 2021 – 1:00 P.M. FRIDAY, JULY 16, 2021
Commuter: $260 | Double occupancy (per person): $325 | Single occupancy: $425
Joan Delaplane, OP, a Dominican
Sister of Adrian, Michigan,
has had broad experience in
preaching, directing retreats,
and conducting workshops in
preaching for both Catholic and
Protestant ministers. Spiritual direction
has been Joan’s avocation for the past 25 years.

Trudy McSorley is an Associate
of the Dominican Sisters of
Adrian. Trudy is committed
to the Dominican charism,
and through her own prayer
and contemplation seeks to be
a listener, supporter, and one who
encourages others on their journey to the Holy.

Joan Ebbitt, LMSW, an Associate
of the Adrian Dominican
Sisters of Adrian, specializes in
ministering to religious, clergy,
and others in their quests for
experiencing the Divine. She
walks with directees providing
support, gentle challenges, and encouragement
as they encounter the mystery of our universe.

Janene Ternes received training
and was commissioned as a
spiritual director through
the Ignatian Spiritual
Direction Program. Janene
is a retreat director and
teaches prayer to persons of
all ages using movement and music.

Esther Kennedy, OP, is a
Dominican Sister of Adrian,
Michigan, who has provided
spiritual direction for many
years, walking with directees as
they engage their own spiritual
experience of the Holy Mystery.

Please note: If Weber Retreat and Conference
Center is closed due to the pandemic, this
retreat will be offered virtually. New prices will
be determined.
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A N N U A L D I R E C T E D R E T R E AT S
2:00 P.M. MONDAY, JULY 12, 2021 – 1:00 P.M. SATURDAY, JULY 17, 2021

Two models are offered:

• Traditional silent directed retreat with times to enter the silence of your heart and be attentive
to how God is present and active in your life. Daily meetings with a spiritual director assist
with the retreat process.
• Directed retreat using SoulCollage®, which provides an option of praying with images through
the process of SoulCollage. With a trained guide, the directee create SoulCollage cards with
images that speak to their soul, and in listen to how God is speaking through the cards.
Limited space available.
Carol Johannes, OP, an
Dominican Sister of Adrian,
Michigan, joined the
Dominican Center staff in 1987.
She continues as a spiritual
director and retreat director and
is involved in adult faith formation
experiences in several parishes. She holds a
master of divinity degree and master of theology
degree in spiritual direction from Weston School
of Theology in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Rev. Vic Clore, Ph.D., is the
pastor of Christ the King Parish
in northwest Detroit. His
pastoral specialty is blending
sacred Scripture and human
psychology. Father Clore
has a Ph.D. in developmental
psychology and a Licentiate of
Sacred Theology in systematic theology.

Faith Offman ministers at St.
Paul of the Cross Passionist
Retreat Center as Associate
Director of Ministry. She is part
of the retreat team and leads days
of reflection, provides spiritual
direction, and leads directed retreats.
Faith holds a master’s of divinity degree from SS.
Cyril and Methodius Seminary. Faith is married
and has two children and five grandchildren.
Rev. Anita Smith Buckwalter
has served 40 years as a
pastor, spiritual director, and
retreat leader. Anita holds a
bachelor’s degree in education,
a master’s degree in guidance
and counseling, and a certificate in
massage therapy. She has attended numerous
seminars in humanistic psychology, transactional
analysis, family systems, conflict resolution, the
Enneagram, preaching, and feminist theology.

Cost: Single occupancy $575
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Please note: If Weber Retreat and Conference Center is closed due to the pandemic,
this retreat will be canceled and deposits will be returned.

Retreat on the Mystics
H E N R I NOUWE N AND CARYLL HOUS E L AN DE R
SUNDAY, AUGUST 1, 7:00 P.M. - WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4, 11:00 A.M.
Henri Nouwen (1932-1996) is
considered one of the great spiritual
teachers of the 20th century. Born
in Holland and a Catholic priest,
Nouwen taught in the prestigious
Divinity schools of Yale and Harvard
before, at the age of 54, answering a vocational
call to join L’Arche Daybreak, an intentional
community for people with intellectual
disabilities close to Toronto, Canada. A selfdescribed lonely and anxious person with a gift
for honest exploration of his interior world, his
is a possible model for “creating space for God”
in and among the messiness of life.
Presenter Gabrielle Earnshaw is the founding
archivist of the Henri J. M. Nouwen Archives
and Research Collection at the University of
St. Michael’s College, a position she held from
2000 to 2016. She has been the adviser to the
Henri Nouwen Legacy Trust for 20 years and
is consulted throughout the world on Nouwen
and his literary legacy. She is the editor of
numerous posthumous works by Nouwen
and recently authored Henri Nouwen and The
Return of the Prodigal Son: The Making of a
Spiritual Classic (Paraclete Press, May 2020).

Caryll Houselander (1901-1954) was
an English artist, spiritual writer,
social activist and mystic. As a
laywoman she took holiness out of
the monastery, cloister, and rectory,
helping us to seek the divine presence
in what is most ordinary. She saw the face of
Christ everywhere. Her greatest gift is her
understanding that each one of us is called to
be Christ in the world: each of us is to live out,
in a unique way, some aspect of the Christ-life.
Arlene Kosmatka, OP, a Dominican Sister
of Adrian, Michigan, is a Spiritual Director.
Her master’s thesis addressed the question: “Is
everyone called to be a mystic?” Since then,
20th-century mystics and mysticism have
become her passion.
Cost includes snacks and meals.
Commuter: $175
Double: $240
Single: $320
Please note: If Weber Retreat and Conference
Center is closed due to the pandemic,
this retreat will be offered virtually.
New prices will be determined.
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Weber Center is committed to
continuing virtual programming
while it is physically closed to visitors.
Please support us by clicking on the
Donate button during the program you
attend or by mailing a check to
Weber Center at the above address.
Thank you.
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Weber Retreat & Conference Center
1257 East Siena Heights Drive
Adrian, MI 49221-1793
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