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“… for see the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone … 

the season of singing has come …” 
– S O N G  O F  S O LO M O N ,  2 :12

Dear Friends of Weber, 

On Sepember 7, 2021, (unless the “rains” come again) Weber will again 
open its doors to the public! I hope you have been able to take advantage 
of our many virtual offerings over these past COVID-19 months.  

We are excited about our fall schedule. There is something for everyone, 
including hybrid events for in-person or virtual participation.

We so look forward to having you back at Weber. Come and walk our 
labyrinth, join in our Lunch and Learn or Dine and Discuss programs, 
or just stop by to say hello or visit our shop. You are always welcome!

Janet Doyle, OP
Director of Weber Retreat and Conference Center
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PRO G R A M  REG I S TR ATIO N
Visit www.webercenter.org and click on “Programs.” Find the program 

you’re registering for and click on the blue “Register” button in the bottom right 
corner. Enter all information and then click “Add to Cart” to proceed to payment. 

517-266-4000   |  webercenter@adriandominicans.org 
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Register at www.webercenter.org; click on Programs
webercenter@adriandominicans.org  |  517-266-4000

Bring your lunch and learn about a variety of topics. These programs are 
free and registration is not required. Drinks will be provided.

Learn
L U N C H  &

S E R I E S

12:15 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2021
ADRIAN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Libby Watson, Executive Director, and Bruce Kiesking, Music Director/ 
Principal Conductor, relate how music was kept alive during the pandemic  

and offer a preview of the 2021-2022 season.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2021
MOTHERHOUSE CAMPUS SUSTAINABILITY PROJECTS

Corinne Sanders, OP, Director of the Office of Sustainability, and 
Joel Hendricks, Director of Facilities and Grounds, share some of the 

transformations happening on our campus, including the gardens, 
permaculture, and pond.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2021
CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD

Come and share your cultural and family holiday traditions 
 and, if you’re inclined, bring treats to share.

Free and open to all; no registration required.
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DINE AND DISCUSS KICK-OFF
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2021

   
Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder

Books available at Weber Center Desk and Weber Center Shop.

This inspiring true story reminds us of the amazing things one 
person can do to alleviate suffering in the world. The author, 

Tracy Kidder, is the recipient of a Pulitzer Prize for his story of 
Dr. Paul Farmer, a gifted doctor and his work to cure infectious 
diseases in remote parts of the world. From Harvard to Haiti, 
Peru, Cuba, and Russia, Dr. Farmer strives to change minds 

and practices through his dedication to all of humanity.

DINE AND DISCUSS EVENT 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2021   

5:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M.
Cost: $15.00, includes book and dinner.  

(Sorry! No discount if you have your own book.)
Registration required.  

Dine & Discuss Book Club
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SATURDAYS   |  10:00 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.
Join our mindfulness community as we deepen our understanding and commitment to 

daily meditation practice. Reflecting upon our relationships with honesty and courage, we 
amplify our capacity to be love within family, neighborhood, city, and world. 

MINDFULNESS
Days of 

BASIC CONCENTRATION
SEPTEMBER 11, 2021
By daily practice, our effort becomes more 
relaxed, more refined. If something comes 
into your mind, just let it come in and pass on 
by. No need to engage it nor be bothered by 
it. Pause, notice, and return your focus to the 
breath. Over and over we may do this great 
turn and return to breath.

LOOKING DEEPLY
OCTOBER 9, 2021
Mindfulness is a practice in living honestly 
with oneself. We take note of how our mind 
and body respond to certain things, to 
some people, and to specific realities. We 
notice feelings such as annoyance, anger, 
disappointment, even hatred and rage, as well 
as joy, enthusiasm, and compassion. We look 

deeply to see the root of these mental states and 
glimpse moments of awareness with kindness, 
compassion and gratitude.

WANDERING MIND
NOVEMBER 20, 2021
We all have experienced a passing thought as 
it comes and goes. It is like a cloud passing 
by. Then there are more conscious thoughts 
that take hold of our full attention, and you 
find one thought takes you to the next, to the 
next, and on and on. Our body often responds 
with some tension and an uneasy or anxious 
feeling! There is truly a difference between 
being aware of a thought floating on by and 
thinking a thought – “inviting it to lunch” – a 
not-so-subtle difference! When we sense we are 
caught, sanity is only a breath away.   
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WHOLENESS, HAPPINESS, 
PEACE
DECEMBER 11, 2021
Living in and being attuned to the 
rhythms of the present moment is truly 
living in accord with one’s life journey 
and life itself. How often we struggle 
against reality as it is, and suffering 
ensues. We can deny and pretend our 
ignorance of how things are and try to 
re-write the storyline. Sooner or later, 
the truth of the present moment shines 
through. Grace pours out to us as we 
bring our daily living into accord with 
what is. Wholeness, happiness, and peace 
are the fruit of experiencing one’s life 
lived in accord with the One. 

Esther Kennedy, OP, 
a Dominican Sister 
of Adrian, Michigan, 
is a retreat leader 
and spiritual director. 
She conducts a monthly 
Day of Mindfulness at Weber Center. 

Cost: $35 per session, includes lunch  
Registration required.

INAI :  A  SPACE  APART 
QUIET PLACES, SACRED SPACES
SEPTEMBER 6 - OCTOBER 31, 2021

Reception: 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
September 12, 2021

Featuring black and white photographs by  
Suzanne Schreiber, OP, this exhibit was  

closed only a few days after installation in  
March of 2020.

 
CUADROS OF  

PAMPLONA ALTA, PERU
NOVEMBER 5, 2021 -  
FEBRUARY 27, 2022

Reception: 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
November 7, 2021

For more than 40 years, groups of women from 
Pamplona Alta, a town near Lima, Peru, have 

gathered to make cloth pictures they call cuadros. 
Embroidered and appliqueéd entirely by hand, 

these colorful cuadros show harvests, gardens, and 
scenes of everyday life. Today, women still work 
to make the beautiful tapestries and sell them to 

support themselves and their families. Cuadros are 
available for purchase at the Weber Center Shop.
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Autumn Equinox 
HARVESTING OUR LIVES  

Sunday, September 19, 2021
3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

The sun begins to sink in the sky and the 
air feels a special kind of chill. The harvest 

complete, it’s time to come home. Leaves once 
green, now red, orange, and yellow fall easily. 
They call out, yoo-hoo, you too let go, enter 
the Dance of Abundance! We will gather to 
honor this turning of Earth and the turning 

wihin our own lives. In word, song, and 
dance, we welcome Autumn and our return 

to Weber Center.

Winter Solstice 
A SACRED TIME

December 19, 2021
3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

On this night entering into sacred time, we 
welcome the season of winter. We behold the 

darkest night of the year and slowly begin 
to turn toward the light. Together, we’ll 
reflect upon our turnings from darkness 

to light, from the past to this new moment. 
This seasonal change is marked by dreaming 

and envisioning what you will bring forth 
into life during this coming year. We will 
cultivate our own capacity as beings of the 
light to shine as fully as possible our light 
and love upon one another and our world.

Celebrate 
E A R T H ’ S  H O L Y  D A Y S

Equinox & Solstice

Esther Kennedy, OP, a Dominican Sister of Adrian, Michigan, is a retreat leader and  
spiritual director. She conducts a monthly Day of Mindfulness at Weber Center.

Free and open to all. Registration not required.
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C A N  T H E 

Earth 
H E A L ? 

Global warming, racial conflict, and gender 
discrimination all mark the early decades of 
the 21st Century. The environmental crisis, in 
particular, poses a real danger to the future of 
planetary life.  Despite the signals of systems 
breakdowns, the western consumer lifestyle 
proceeds unabated. Our unhealthy patterns 
of liberal autonomy do not have a sufficient 
rationale for radical change because they are 
supported by old philosophical principles. 
Teilhard de Chardin reframed the human 
phenomenon within the process of evolution 
and offers new directives for interpersonal 
planetary life.

Ilia Delio, OSF, PhD, is 
a Franciscan Sister of 
Washington, D.C., and 
American theologian 
specializing in the area 

of science and religion, 

with interests in evolution, physics, and 
neuroscience and the import of these for 
theology. Ilia currently holds the Josephine 
C. Connelly Endowed Chair in Theology at 
Villanova University, and is the author of 20 
books including Care for Creation (coauthored 
with Keith Warner and Pamela Woods), and 
The Emergent Christ, which won a third place 
Catholic Press Book Award in 2011 for the area 
of Science and Religion. Among her recent 
books is The Unbearable Wholeness of Being: 
God, Evolution and the Power of Love (Orbis, 
2013). Ilia holds two honorary doctorates, one 
from St. Francis University in 2015, and one 
from Sacred Heart University in 2020.

Cost: $45 
(Sorry, no discounts.)
Registration required.

Insights from Teilhard de Chardin
9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2021

A  V I R T U A L  P R E S E N T A T I O N
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REDEDICATION OF THE 

Labyrinth

A Cosmological  VIEW 

O F  S A C R A M E N T A L  L I F E

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2021  |  9:30 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.

Drawing from scientific cosmology and 
Catholic tradition, Linda Gibbler, OP, 
discusses creation as the original source of 
divine revelation and the root of sacramental 
life. Through storytelling, lecture, and 
conversation, Sister Linda explores with us 
how the incarnational presence of God extends 
to the ends of the Universe, touches everything 
we see, and calls us to live sacramentally with 
God and Creation.

Linda Gibbler, OP, a Dominican Sister of 
Houston, is the Associate Academic Dean 
and Associate Professor of Science and 
Religion at the Oblate School of Theology in 

San Antonio. She lectures 
and gives workshops on 
living Laudato Si’ and 
on the significance of 
cosmology and evolution 
for Catholic theology and 
spirituality. Her book, From 
the Beginning to Baptism: 
Scientific and Sacred Stories of Water, Oil, and 
Fire was published in 2010 by Liturgical Press.

Cost:
$45 in-person, includes lunch
$35 virtual
Registration required.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2021
3:00 P.M.

Thanks to a generous grant, our Labyrinth 
has been renovated. Each tile was removed 
and polished and all the grout restored. In 
this hallowed time of all souls and all saints, 
join us as we rededicate this spiritual path. 

Refreshments follow. Free and open to all.

A  H Y B R I D  P R E S E N T A T I O N
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The Weber Center Shop is reopening to all on Wednesday, September 8, 2021. 
HOURS ARE:  Wednesday through Saturday  |  9:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

Closed for lunch: noon - 12:45 p.m.

Long distance or in a rush? Place your order by calling 517-266-4035  
or emailing webershop@adriandominicans.org.

Explore what ’s ne at Weber Center Shop  

B E C O M I N G  I N C A R N AT I O N : 

An Advent Retreat
7:00 P.M. SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021 – 10:30 A.M. DECEMBER 2, 2021

The mystery of the gift of 
Incarnation describes us as 
well as it does Jesus. We have 
each come from the wholeness 
and holiness of God. What if 
we really believed and lived from 
this essential truth? What difference would 
it make for us and for the world? Could this 
be a time to intentionally live into our own 
Incarnation? This Advent retreat will hold time 
for presentation and exploration, quiet, and 
opportunity for shared reflection.

Pat Kozak, CSJ, is a process facilitator and 
consultant for religious congregations in 
the United States and Canada who enjoys 
exploring questions of meaning and mission 
with a variety of groups. Her current interests 
include learning ways of engaging in brave and 
safe conversations that can make a difference 
in our world. She holds a Doctor of Ministry 
degree from Pacific School of Religion in 
Berkeley, California, and appreciates time for 
poetry, gardening, and an occasional home 
repair project.

Registration required. Cost (Includes meals and snacks):
Double occupancy: $325  |  Single occupancy: $425  |  Commuter: $160
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