SEPTEMBER 2022

DECEMBER 2022

Located on the campus of the Adrian Dominican Sisters

Dear Friends of Weber,
Weber Center is slowly waking up from a long COVID sleep! Groups are
returning for retreats and gatherings. Individuals are signing up to spend a
day or two in quiet reflection. The Weber Center Shop is humming and our
coffee station is a hit with our Co-workers.
Please look through this Fall program guide to see what programs draw your
attention. We are excited about our offerings and so grateful to be open again.
Weber is lovely in the Fall. Come and visit us!

Janet Doyle, OP
Director of Weber Retreat and Conference Center

Explore what ’s ne at Weber Center Shop
HOURS ARE: Wednesday through Friday | 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
Saturday | 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

Closed for lunch: noon - 12:45 p.m. COVID-19 screening and masks are required.
Place your order by calling 517-266-4035 or emailing webershop@adriandominicans.org.
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P R O G R A M R E G I S T R AT I O N
Visit www.webercenter.org and click on “Programs.” Find the program
you’re registering for and click on the blue “Register” button in the bottom right
corner. Enter all information and then click “Add to Cart” to proceed to payment.

517-266-4000 | webercenter@adriandominicans.org
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Learn
L U N C H

&

S E R I E S

12:15 - 1:00 P.M.

Bring your lunch; drinks and dessert are provided.

NEW: Purchase lunch from Weber Center for $5. Your choice of egg salad, turkey salad, or
chicken salad croissant sandwich with chips. To order lunch, please register for this event.

ADRIAN’S RICH HISTORY

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2022
Robert Wessel and Art Cantu of the
Lenawee County Historical Museum share
information about the three Carnegie
Library buildings in the county and, in
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, detail
Adrian’s participation in the decade-long
migrant farm workers boycott and strike.

COOKING WHAT YOU CATCH
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2022
Love to fish and hunt? Members of the
Adrian Dominican Sisters Maintenance
Department do, and they want to share their
collective experiences with cooking methods
and preparing meat to minimize gaminess.
Samples and recipes will be available.
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CHRISTMAS AT THE
WEBER CENTER SHOP

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2022
Join us for the official kick-off of the Weber
Center Shop Christmas Open House. Katherine
Dusseau, Weber Center Shop Manager, will
share specialty items, perfect gifts and giftgiving ideas, and Sisters’ original artwork.
There will be exciting raffles and door prizes!

KEVIN HOFMANN’S
AMAZING STORY

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2022
By the time he turned 2 years old, Kevin
Hofmann had survived an abortion, been
given away by his mother, been adopted by
a family of another race, and woke up to a
burning cross in his front yard. And this was
just the beginning. Learn the amazing story
of our new Director of the Office of Racial
Equity and Cultural Inclusion, chronicled
in his book, Growing Up Black In White.

All guests will be screened for COVID-19 and are
required to wear masks when not eating.

A H Y B R I D P R E S E N TAT I O N

Writing Workshops
W I T H S I S T E R TA R I A N N E D E YO N K E R

THE TEACHINGS OF TREES
A Creative Writing Workshop
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 24, 2022

AUTUMN HARVEST
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesdays,
November 2, 9, 16, and 30, 2022

Mature trees have witnessed so many changes
in seasons that their very life is a teaching
tool! Especially as we begin the journey into
the autumn we can glean so much from what
trees offer us. Come in person or on Zoom and
write with others as we share our collective
learnings. You can expect time for writing
and feedback from other supportive writers.
Beginning and experienced writers are welcome.

Gather with other creative writers for time set
aside to harvest your experiences, thoughts and
the fruits of your imagination! This four-part
series of workshops gives plenty of opportunities
to write and receive supportive feedback on
your just-written material. The workshops are
for beginning and experienced writers. Each
person can participate in person or on Zoom.

Cost: $35

Full series, scholarships available.
Registration required.
For those choosing online participation, the Zoom
link will be sent closer to the workshop date.

Registration required.
For those choosing online participation, the Zoom
link will be sent closer to the workshop date.

Cost: $80

Sister Tarianne DeYonker, OP, MSW, is an Adrian Dominican
Sister and Amherst Writers and Artists affiliate.
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Days of

MINDFULNESS

IN PERSON | SATURDAYS | 10:00 A .M. - 2:30 P.M.

Join our mindfulness community as we deepen our understanding of and commitment to
daily meditation practice. Reflecting upon our relationships with honesty and courage,
we amplify our capacity to be love within family, neighborhood, city, and world.

SEPTEMBER 10, 2022

SEEING CLEARLY
In his book, Passion for Seeing, Frederick
Franck implores us to see not only visually but
also as a way of knowing. He quotes Zen Sage
Huineng, “The meaning of life is to see.” For
Franck, the heart of the matter is not to look at
but to see! When you consider the amount of
time we look at TV, Facebook, email, phones,
and even how we look at one another, what are
we seeing?
The discipline of mindfulness guides us to
inner seeing: insight. Focused attention opens
us to contemplation and from there to a deeper
fullness where the one seeing and the seen are
one.
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OCTOBER 15, 2022

MIND IS LIKE A RIVER
Like the flowing, resting, swirling, rushing
water of the river, our thoughts likewise flow
through us. Our thinking mind can easily take
us into an eddying whirl of confusion, throw
us up along the shore, and also lovingly suggest
that we sit and let the waters flow on by.
Mindfulness is always mindfulness of
something. Whatever thoughts we cultivate
can often become a mental habit. So, we gather
to practice mindfulness of mind, to steady,
quiet and concentrate our mind. Have you ever
noticed how too much thinking strains not
only the mind but the body?

NOVEMBER 12, 2022

CLARIFYING THE SLUDGE
When we wish to develop a meditation practice,
it is important to first set aside a certain time and
place. Eager to minimize any distractions, we also
turn off our “binging” cell phone and computer.
Skilled as many of us are at multi-tasking, it takes
time, kindness, and patience to let the stirred
waters settle. In that stillness we sit and “the
mental soup settles down, and we are left with a
clarity of mind that prepares us to cope with the
upcoming events of our lives. ... It is a natural
process that happens by itself.” (Gunaratana)

DECEMBER 10, 2022

PEACE IS THE WAY
Pema Chodron writes, “Strangely enough, even
though all beings would like to live in peace, our
method for obtaining peace over the generations
seems not to be very effective: we seek peace and
happiness by going to war.” We march and pray
for peace but violence against one another will
never end as long as our hearts are hardened
against each other. Softening what is rigid in our
hearts is a path to peace. This is no simplistic
path, for it requires of us profound patience to
de-escalate aggression and to cultivate
fearlessness. It is the awakening of the soul’s
profound capacity to love.

Sister Esther Kennedy, OP, a Dominican
Sister of Adrian, Michigan, is a retreat
leader and spiritual director. She
conducts a monthly Day of Mindfulness
at Weber Center.

Cost: $35/session, includes lunch.
Registration required.
Each session is limited
to 30 participants.
All guests will be screened for
COVID-19 and required to
wear masks when not eating.

For the latest program information and COVID-19 protocols,

VISIT WEBERCENTER.ORG
Register at www.webercenter.org; click on Programs
webercenter@adriandominicans.org | 517-266-4000
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Autumn Winter
Equinox Solstice
AND REDEDICATION OF THE

LABYRINTH

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2022
3:00 P.M. - 4:30 P.M.
“Summer,” Jean Denomme, OP, in one of her
poems, tells us, “awaits fall’s transformation –
the inexplicable slip into radiance.”

Come celebrate Earth’s awesome turn into fall’s
beauty as we also rededicate our Labyrinth. With
thanks to two generous grants, every stone has
been removed and cleaned and reset. Also joining
us in blessing anew this ancient meditative path is
GEMINI: twin brother musicians
Sandor and Laszlo Slomovits.
Cost: Free, open to all
Registration not required.
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2022
3:30 - 4:30 P.M.
Come join in this celebration as the sun
takes its shortest trip across the sky. In the
darkening days of winter, Earth comes into
stillness. Life stirring, hidden from our eyes.
A time for inner growth and the planting of
seeds to enrich the world come Spring.
Invite a friend and bring a song, a
poem, a story, a treat to share.
Cost: Free, open to all
Registration not required.

Private Directed Retreats

Step away from your busy days and retreat to Weber Center. Walk our labyrinth and outdoor
garden, enjoy the quiet of the INAI gallery space, and find time to explore the spiritual questions of
your heart. This retreat is for all who are looking for solitude and guidance. It offers time and space
for prayer, quiet reflection, and participation in campus liturgies (if COVID-19 protocols allow).
Each participant meets daily with a spiritual director of his or her choice.

2:00 P.M. MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, THROUGH
1:00 P.M. FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2022
Sister Joan Delaplane, OP, an
Adrian Dominican Sister, has
broad experience in preaching,
directing retreats, and conducting
workshops in preaching for both
Catholic and Protestant ministers.
Spiritual direction has been Sister Joan’s
avocation for the past 25 years.

Trudy McSorley is an
Associate of the Adrian
Dominican Sisters. She is
committed to the Dominican
Charism, and through her
own prayer and contemplation
seeks to be a listener, supporter, and one who
encourages others on their journey to the Holy.

Joan Ebbitt, LMSW, an Associate
of the Adrian Dominican Sisters,
specializes in ministering to
religious, clergy, and others in
their quests for experiencing the
Divine. She walks with directees
providing support, gentle challenges,
and encouragement as they encounter the
mystery of our universe.

Janene Ternes received training
and was commissioned as a
spiritual director through the
Ignatian Spiritual Direction
Program. Janene is a retreat
director and the founder of
Prayer in Motion, LLC, a ministry
that opens hearts to God through prayer using
music, movement, and guided reflection.

Sister Esther Kennedy, OP, an
Adrian Dominican Sister, has
provided spiritual direction
for many years, walking with
directees as they engage their own
spiritual experience of the Holy
Mystery.

Cost (includes meals and snacks):

Commuter: $260
Double Occupancy (per person): $325
Single Occupancy: $425

Registration required.
9

A V I R T UA L P R E S E N TAT I O N

THE
NEW
COSMIC
STORY
A N D T H E M E A N I N G O F FA I T H
Saturday, November 5, 2022 | 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (with break for lunch)
This program seeks to understand
religious faith in the context of our
new scientific story of the universe.
The arrival of religious faith is one
of the most intriguing developments
in human history and cosmic history.
Yet the significance of religious and especially
Christian faith for our understanding of
the universe and vice-versa remains largely
unexplored. Participants are encouraged,
though not required, to read The Cosmic
Vision of Teilhard de Chardin (Orbis, 2021)
and/or God After Einstein (Yale University
Press, 2022).

John F. Haught, PhD, is Distinguished
Research Professor at Georgetown
University, Washington, D.C., and
former Professor and Chair of the
Department of Theology at Georgetown
University. His area of specialization is
systematic theology, with a particular interest
in issues pertaining to science, cosmology,
evolution, ecology, and religion. He is the
author of 22 books including The Cosmic
Vision of Teilhard de Chardin (Orbis, 2021)
and God After Einstein (Yale, 2022). He
testified for the plaintiffs in the Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania “Intelligent Design" trial
(Kitzmiller et al. v. Dover Board of Education).

Cost: $45
Registration required to receive the live stream link.
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Dine & Discuss Book Club
W E D N E S DAY, N OV E M B E R 9, 2022
5:30 - 7:00 P. M .

BECOMING NICOLE

The Extraordinary Transformation of an Ordinary Family
by Amy Ellis Nutt

Books available September 9, 2022, at Weber Center Shop and the Weber Center reception desk.
This is the inspiring true story of an ordinary American
couple who adopted twin boys and began an incredible
journey to understand, accept, and embrace one child as
a transgender girl. It chronicles both the family’s internal
resistance, fear, and struggle as well as the ostracism
and prejudice of the schools and local community.
This story will challenge preconceptions we may have
about transgender individuals and show how this
family grew to celebrate the uniqueness in us all.

Cost: $15 (includes book and dinner)
Registration required.
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A
CLOUD
NEVER
DIES
REMEMBERING THICH NHAT HANH
LIVE STREAMED AND IN PERSON

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2022
10:00 A .M. - 3:30 P.M. (with break for lunch)
“The best way to take care of the future is to take care of the present moment.”
– THICH NHAT HANH
The famous Vietnamese Buddhist monk,
peace activist, author, poet, and teacher Thich
Nhat Hanh died on January 22, 2022. Known
as “Thay” to his followers, his great teaching
was his extraordinary life of courage, peace,
and wisdom. Ever attentive to the incredible
suffering, cruelty, violence and injustice in our
world, Thay called us to mindful living.
This day will include story, meditation,
imagination, and a big dose of joy and
gratitude. We will breathe and smile our way
through the day in the companionship of one
another.
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Sister Esther Kennedy, OP, a
Dominican Sister of Adrian,
Michigan, is a retreat leader
and spiritual director.
Cost:
In person, (includes lunch): $45
Online: $35
Registration required.
Photograph By Geoff Livinsgton, https://www.flickr.
com/photos/9397412@N06/4147706324
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/

Advent
Retreat
6:30 P.M. SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 11:00 A .M. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2022

He Appeared and the Soul Felt Its Worth
T H E S P I R I T UA L M E S S A G E O F S O M E C H R I S TM A S C A R O L S

“I heard the bells on Christmas Day, their
old familiar carols play...” We hear these “old
familiar carols” earlier each year, not just on
Christmas Day, in renditions both sublime
and ridiculous. Yet there is no other holy day/
holiday in which music holds such significant
role as it does at Christmas. It could be argued
that no other art conjures up such vivid
memories and strong feelings as the songs
and carols of Christmas. Moreover, these “old
familiar carols,” when pondered, can help the
soul feel its worth and capture the great gift
of the season. During this Advent retreat we
will examine the spiritual meaning of some of
these “old familiar carols.”

Marty Iott, OP, is a friar of the
Southern Dominican Province.
Ordained in 1970, he has
served as a parish priest and a
university and hospital chaplain,
in addition to aiding in the initial
formation of Dominican students.
His ministry for more than 40 years has been
dedicated to full-time preaching of retreats and
parish missions.

Cost:

Commuter: $160
Double Occupancy (per person): $325
Single Occupancy: $425
Adrian Dominican Sisters $80

Registration required.
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Unraveling Racism

Seeing White

INAI

A Space Apart Gallery

September 2 - November 13
Artists’ Reception:
1:00 - 4:00 p.m. ET,
Sunday, October 23, 2022

Gallery hours:

9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. daily
or by appointment
(call 517-266-4090)
A group of Michigan artists tug at the hidden strands of systemic racism woven into
the fabric of American society – focusing on whiteness. Cultivating thoughtful and
informed perspectives, small groups gathered regularly across urban, rural, and
suburban settings to respond to a podcast (Seeing White by John Biewen), sharing
personal experiences and creating an artistic dialog around this vital issue. Inclusive,
inter-disciplinary, and collaborative, this lively body of work is the result.
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Register at www.webercenter.org; click on Programs
webercenter@adriandominicans.org | 517-266-4000

Weber Shop

CHRISTM AS OPEN HOUSE
S AV E T H E DAT E S

Thursday-Saturday, November 10-12, 2022
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Featuring unique gift ideas, limited specials, a full display of Christmas
cards, one-of-a-kind art pieces, and much more!
* All items pictured may not be present at the time of sale.
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